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separates that superior Lake from a third Lake, which
we call the Lake of the Puants, which also flows into
our fresh-water sea by a mouth on the other side of
the Peninsula, about ten leagues farther West than
the Sault. This third Lake extends between the West
and Southwest,—that is to say, between the South
and the West, but more toward the West,—and is
almost equal in size to our fresh-water sea. On its
shores dwell other nations whose language is un-
known,— that is, it is neither Algonquin nor Huron.
These peoples are called Puants, not because of any
bad odor that is peculiar to them; but, because they
say that they come from the shores of a far distant
sea toward the North, the water of which is salt,
they are called " the people of the stinking water."

But let us return to our fresh-water sea. On the
South shore of this fresh-water sea, or Lake of the
Hurons, dwell the following Algonquin Tribes:
Ouachaskesouek, Nigouaouichirinik, Outaouasina-
gouek, [66] Kichkagoneiak,6 and Ontaanak, who are
all allies of our Hurons. With these we have consid-
erable intercourse, but not with the following, who
dwell on the shores of the same Lake farther toward
the West, namely: the Ouchaouanag, who form part
of the Nation of fire; the Ondatouatandy and the
Ouinipegong, who are part of the Nation of the
Puants.

Had we but enough people and enough means, we
would find more employment in converting those
peoples than would suffice for our lifetime. But, as
there is a dearth of laborers, we have been able to
undertake only a portion of the task,—that is to say,
four or five Nations on this Lake, in each of whom
there are already some Christians who, with God's


